Toni Sender
The total remaining votes went to the national tickets
put up by the national executives of the parties. The
objective was to have no votes lost and also to send
those persons into the Reichstag who were needed
there for their special knowledge. These included
persons who in some cases were very able legislators
without being effective campaigners and speakers.
On account of a rather intransigent left wing, our
national executive had met difficulties in setting up
the national ticket. It so happened that my name
was the one on which both groups could agree.
I enjoyed the confidence of both because, although I
was revolutionary and energetic in defending labour's
rights, I also had sufficient practical business sense
and a long trade union experience which had taught
me to weigh my decisions. To combine boldness and
responsibility always had been my endeavour. It was
quite unusual for a woman, and a young newcomer
in the Reichstag, to head the national ticket. But it
helped to make my way in the Reichstag easier and
resulted in my being charged from the very Begin-
ning with important tasks. I was to remain in the
Reichstag for thirteen years.
In later years I have often been asked, especially in
the United States : " What did you do to be elected
to the Reichstag ? " I could only answer, " Nothing
at all." I did not ask for it. It was quite natural
that Robert and I should be candidates after our years
of devotion and leadership, and my position was not
disputed. But the office of deputy never seemed to me
something highly desirable. The only thing I wanted
was a chance to do useful work for the community,
for the masses and the nation. Not that I was without
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